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We asked each candidate to answer a few questions so that you can know a little more 
about their priorities. Here are their answers.

I’m a local business owner and a hydrologist committed to the 
protection and sustainable use of our water resources. I grew up in 
Missouri, the eighth of ten children. Because of the financial hardships 
at home, I was the only child in my family to go to college, working my 
way through by waiting on tables and cobbling together scholarships 
and loans. I understand hard work and the value of a dollar. I studied 
geology at the University of Illinois and Hydrology at San Jose State. 
I started my career at the United States Geological Survey in Menlo 
Park, where I studied the movement of nuclear contamination in soil 
and groundwater. I have worked for the state Legislature as a policy 
analyst and, from 2000-2015, I ran a nonprofit that assisted local 
governments and nonprofits in the redevelopment of polluted lands. In 
2017, I became a farmer when I realized a lifelong dream of purchasing 
a vineyard on the westside Paso Robles.

 Stephanie Shakofsky

01 Water 

02 Housing 

03 Infrastructure 

04 Homelessness

Rank the issues in order of importance in your district.

Which theme in the Chamber’s economic vision, Imagine SLO, 
do you think deserves the most focus in the next four years and 
why?

I believe the Chamber’s vision for advocating the best long-term 
economic and community use of the facilities and surrounding 
lands of Diablo Canyon Power Plant upon plant closure and 
decommissioning deserves the most focus because of the 
significant economic impact the closure will have on the County. 
Big issues remain about the reuse of the site and finding a 
balance between open space and natural restoration, and 
economic redevelopment of portions of the site.

If elected, what will you do to address the issue you identified 
above as most significant? 
Water is potentially a limiting factor in the economic growth 
of North County. The state has now mandated that the 
groundwater basin users must design a sustainability plan 

for the basin. The implementation of that plan is going to be 
extremely important to the economic growth and vitality of 
North County. Water issues could be a limiting economic factor 
and so the sustainability plan needs to be addressed intelligently 

and with full stakeholder participation. My work experience 
and my hydrology credentials are best suited to oversee the 
implementation of the water plan as County Supervisor.

Do you think our business environment is healthy? If not, 
what would you do to change that?

All economic indicators show that our business environment 
is healthy. New business registrations have increased, 
private sector jobs have increased, unemployment has 
decreased, sales tax have increased, and airport passengers 
have increased significantly over the last the fiscal year. I do 
believe the business environment in SLO County is healthy, 
but understand that we still have challenges which include 
the need for more workforce housing, the Diablo Canyon 
closure, and infrastructure improvements.

What is the biggest opportunity for your district in the next 
four years? 
The biggest opportunity for the North County over the next 
four years is the growth of tourism and the expansion of the 
wine industry. Paso was recently designated as one the best 
fifty places to visit by the New York Times. Our potential 
for growth is tremendous. But our water issues could be 
a limiting economic factor and it needs to be addressed 
intelligently and with full stakeholder participation.

What is the biggest opportunity for the County as a whole 
in the next four years? 
The biggest opportunities for the County over the next four 
years will be our ability to build on our current economic 

successes. We have an opportunity to development a more 
diverse and resilient regional economy by partnering with 
CalPoly and our existing business community to promote 
a higher-skilled workforce and higher paying jobs in our 
County. I also believe that the Diablo Canyon Power Plant 
closure will offer a unique and valuable opportunity for 
new public open space and economic opportunity.


